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The western larch has a contrary nature as a deciduous conifer.

Andy Kerr is Treasurer and a founding board member of the North American Industrial Hemp Council, an
organization dedicated to the recommercialization of industrial hemp in the US. He is best known for his two
decades with the Oregon Natural Resources Council, the organization best known for having brought you the
northern spotted owl.

THE OREGONIAN named Kerr one of the 150 most interesting Oregonians in the newspaper’s 150-year
history.

He has lectured at all of the state's leading universities and colleges and at Harvard University. Kerr has
appeared numerous times on national television news and feature programs and has published numerous
articles on environmental matters. He is a drop-out of Oregon State University.

He participated, by personal invitation of President Clinton, in the Northwest Forest Conference held in
Portland in 1993 for which WILLAMETTE WEEK gave Kerr a "No Surrender Award." TIME reporter David
Seideman, in his book SHOWDOWN AT OPAL CREEK, described Kerr as the "Ralph Nader of the old-growth-
preservation movement."

Jonathan Nicholas of THE OREGONIAN characterized Kerr as one of the "Top 10 people to take to (the)
Portland bank" for "his gift of truth." The OREGONIAN'S NORTHWEST MAGAZINE characterized him as the
timber industry's "most hated man in Oregon."

The LAKE COUNTY (OR) EXAMINER called Kerr "Oregon's version of the Anti-Christ." In a feature on Mr.
Kerr, TIME magazine titled him a "White Collar Terrorist," referring to his effectiveness in working within
the system and striking fear in the hearts of those who exploit Oregon's natural environment.

The CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR characterized Kerr as "one of the toughest environmental professionals in
the Pacific Northwest. WILLAMETTE WEEK said Kerr "is entirely unwilling to give an inch when it comes to
this state's remaining old-growth timber.

In his book Lasso the Wind, NEW YORK TIMES correspondent Tim Egan said of Kerr, "(h)e has a talent for
speaking in such loaded sound bites that it was said by reporters that if Andy Kerr did not exist, someone
would have to invent him....(Kerr) forced some of the most powerful timber companies to retreat from a
binge of clear-cutting that had left large sections of the Oregon Cascades naked of forest cover."

Kerr directs the National Public Lands Grazing Campaign (www.publiclandsranching.org) that seeks to end
abusive livestock grazing on public lands via voluntary buyouts of federal grazing permits
(www.permitbuyout.net).

Kerr also operates The Larch Company (www.andykerr.net) and consults on environmental, non-profit
management and funding issues. He has written two books Oregon Desert Guide: 70 Hikes (The
Mountaineers, 2000) and Oregon Wild: Endangered Forest Wilderness (Timber Press, 2004).

A fifth generation Oregonian, Kerr was born and raised in Creswell (a recovered timber town in the upper
Willamette Valley). He lives in Ashland (a recovered timber town in the Rogue Valley) with a wife, a dog, a
cat and no vacancies. In his free time, Kerr likes to canoe, hike, raft, read, and work on projects that move
their home toward energy self-sufficiency.



